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An odd request you might think?

Particularly from a British company.

And, particularly from one operating in what is called “a legally gray area.”

You see, we are the largest internet sportsbook and casino operation in the world.
And we provide a service that is enjoyed responsibly by adults across America.
So, we wonder whether being legally gray suits anybody.

Like the US casino industry, we are committed to tight consumer protection.

Like casinos, we do everything we can to stop minors and
our services.

problem gamblers from using

We are transparent and ethical in everything we do. We are a
qguoted on the London Stock Exchange.

publicly traded company

And, being British, we are used to operating in a highly regulated
are 8,000 betting shops. And bookmakers at every racing track. Like
casinos, although far fewer than you have.

industry. In the UK there
the US we also have

And the British Government takes a healthy tax revenue from all forms
of betting. Revenue that it puts to good use.

But the United States does not.*

PLEASE SIR,
CAN | PAY TAX?

Far from it. There is now a bill before Congress to make
internet gambling illegal.

But here’s the problem.

Anyone who knows about the internet will agree that legislation won’t
stop on-line gambling any more than Prohibition stopped people
drinking alcohol.

It will just drive it into the hands of the unethical operator. And make the pastime as exciting
as forbidden fruit.

What'’s needed is taxation and full regulation.

What’s not needed is to tinker with the issues. For example, stopping the use of credit cards to
place bets is removing one of the ways of identifying minors.

Many Governments around the world are recognizing the need to regulate the industry. Five years
ago only seven countries did so. Now it’s nearer sixty.

So, if an old and trusted ally can pass on our UK experience it is this.
Regulate the industry. Protect the vulnerable. Encourage the ethical companies.

Regulate, and take some tax revenue. spﬂﬂi"ngt Eﬂg

Can we be the first to pay, please? Transworld House, 82-100, City Road, London, EC1Y 2BJ

*Qur internal estimates show that if the tax rates for terrestrial casinos had been applied to the unregulated gambling industry in 2001 the US Government could have taken
$1.4bn of revenue. Contact: Mark Blandford, Executive Deputy Chairman at markb@sportingbet.com or Nigel Payne, Chief Executive at nigelp@sportingbet.com
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