
As you may be aware, the Western Australian Parliament passed the Betting and Racing 
Legislation Amendment Bill 2006 on 7 December 2006. 
  
We understand that this legislation is likely to receive Royal assent within the next 5 - 10 
days. We will advise you as soon as we are able to confirm the precise commencement 
date of the legislation. 
  
The legislation prohibits persons present in Western Australia from placing bets through 
Betfair. The penalty for a breach of this legislation for the person placing the bet is a 
$10,000 fine or 24 months imprisonment or both.  The legislation also prevents Betfair 
from publishing WA race fields without the approval of the Racing Minister. 
  
Notwithstanding our views about the validity of the legislation, Betfair of course intends 
to abide by the legislation once it has become effective.  Therefore, we cannot allow 
people who we understand are present in Western Australia to place bets with us.  We are 
writing to you because the address you provided to us at the time of registering with 
Betfair is an address in Western Australia. 
  
Bets made before the legislation takes effect on markets that are settled after the 
legislation takes effect will still be paid out to WA-based customers. 
  
Once the legislation has become effective, your account will be provisionally suspended 
from betting. You will still be able to withdraw and deposit funds but you will not be able 
to bet with Betfair unless we remove the suspension. The circumstances in which we will 
remove the suspension include: 
  
• Where you notify us that you have permanently moved to another State or a country 
where on-line wagering through a betting exchange is permitted.  
  
• Where you notify us that you will be temporarily travelling to another State or a country 
where on-line wagering through a betting exchange is permitted. 
  
In both instances, we may ask for appropriate evidence to verify your proposed departure 
from WA and the decision to remove the suspension will be entirely at our discretion. 
 


